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who first clttubuted the fmdmgs to an amphitheatre.
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IMBERSATO
THE ROMAN AMP
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~ Imbersatd is the local
4, approximately 80 [ ay from tje cmcpnt Flan‘m'lia road
5 ‘und near the 17th-centt£4:h donna della Ros& o -

Sltuated at the gates of ‘Bevqgna, |t” $ mrt of the vast' m'e'a'that goes by the
naméof Sant'Anna (226 m). Gedaglc’al = ‘related'to thg_gnme dacustrine
sedlments that form the hill of the : 't of-the $S. Annunzlatct(zai m) and
the hill on which the town of Bev t bd»s (124 m), in a raised pbnhoh;wﬂh
" respect to the Valle Umbra, which cgn;cts instead of fluwolacustr‘lne deposnts.
Recent studies tend to attribute certof characterlstlcs of the cavity (212 m),
< such as its shape and the presence ‘of water at the bottom, to “sinkholes”,

smhmg phenomena caused by the presggr‘e exerted by gas and water present
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in the subsoil. ~ 7»__6 = v .

Porzione di scavo sull’clsse sud-ovest - 2006 - Foto Archivio SABAP Umbri

The amphitheatre from.Roman ‘e’. mld have therefore, occupied the
;avlty only at a time after its formgtlon.

IMBERSATO: THE ORIGINS OF A NAME

The nqme Imber:ato or Inver;dto; which/ dates
back 'to at least 'the J6th 'century, Has been
linked by~ local “scholars to a_verse from the

tmethod though W|th its own I|m|tat|§g,': ol
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Elegies of the Latm poet Propertlus (1st century
B.C. - 1st century A.D.) Yet-lacus aestivis intepet
Umber aquis” (IW;:124). However in some codices

‘ galhmg surface,qrr the same

“u,so tendenza ABAP - '
, m printendenza it has been preserved in the form “et sacer

aestivis intepet-Imber aquis” and from it might
derive the Iocutio_n- Imber:sacer, understood as
“sacred bath”; the root of the word Imbersato.

This different interpretation has long been at
the centie of the “Properzian question” and was
used to attribute @ Bevanate origin to the poet,
rather than from- Assisi; as scholars have now
ascertained: Instead, Pietrangeli has linked its
etymology to the verb “bersare” - to hunt - a
memory of-the d_ncient venationes, the animal

Eidotipo di rilievo - 2006 - Disegno Archivio SABAP Umbri

fights that took place in.amphitheatres.
In recent times, |t has been -‘more convmcmgly

Porzione di cavea naturale dell’Imbersato - 2023 - Foto M. Berzetta

interpreted- as “ a plausible medieval
transformation of the term amphiteatrum.
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of thb thaeological'&.'dvatlons that Pope Paul lll commissioned at Imbersato in the
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Qﬁdmo Beci from Bevagna. He associated wall structures, architectural

,,,,_,_ kol _ght at the time as pertaining to “baths” (ba/nea formae ovalis).
hat twq.of the columns reused in the church of San Michele Arcangelo and the slabs
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houses came-from here. Beci's annotations were taken up two centuries later
(1791), who 5hared the hvpothesls that the findings belonged to a “sacred bath”.

ha € |$E‘f'y,of Roman Bevagna have addressed this issue: examples include
sccolini 1 09’ who published the results of surveys he carried out, and Carlo Pietrangeli (1953),

In relatively recent times, Giuseppina Prosperi Valenti (1993), while not ruling out the hypothesis

of a building used for performances

and in connection with her research
on the cult of the goddess {aletudo,
has reconsidered this old antiquarian

hypothesis regarding the existence of a
thermal building or a water collection

basin in connection with such a cultic , r, : ‘

site, identifiable in an architectural | [ Bl 1L et iy e R e bbb el
“ L N (T A -,-’ - Immagini Archivio SABAP -

complex located in the nearby Viale

Properzio.
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- Inquadramento area archeologica dell’anfiteatro romano di Bevagna
Stralci foto aerea (5.A.R.A. Nistri 1:13000) e cartografia (I.G.M. 1:25000), Campagna scavi SABAP Umbria, 2006
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