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o ; Archoeologlcol site at the Aisillo resurgence. |
: (2nd century B.C. “beginning of the ath century A.D. ) g
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The town of Bevogno was bullt on the remains of the Roman Mevania, at the
confluence of the Clltunno, T everone ond Topino rivers along the eastern edge
of the Valle Umbra, a valley located in the central part of the region olong the
Appenmne mountains. The alluvial valley is morhed in the stretch north-east
‘of Bevogno by numerous pools of water with a chorocterlstlc circular profile;
rp ‘among these, the best known are the Aiso - or Abisso - ond the Aisillo.

The hydrogeological structure of the areo and its pclrtlculor shape identify the

resurgences as smhholes” chosms originated by rmng pressurised fluids that,

combmed with erosive processes,/couse the colld'pse of the structure and form
the small Iol"es. The ABAP Superintendency of Umbria conducted three
v,. pxcovotlon compolgns, between 2005 oncl 2010, ot the Aisill nelll (approx. s
5oq m south-eclst of the A{ISO), whlch brought to light Bd’rt of a cultlc complex
dlst)'lbuted around a distinctive eIement which, frqm its origins, “must have
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uda socred connototlon- the resurgence |tself. & .

Planimetria dell’area indagata - Rilievo M. Albanesi = Archivio SABAP Umbri
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Veduta aerea del sito archeologico - 2010 - Foto R. Lopparelli
Il Portico, restauri - 2010 - Foto M. Albanesi - Archivio SABAP Umbria

The sprmg, which is ,5'/ dee‘p, wos embelllshed in the form of a circular basin, consisting of two concentric
cocciopesto structares vglth an internal dlometre of 8 ms The artifact is thus located in an" emphatic
position: the centre of u's'ingle-nove portico W|th a cocciopesto floor brought to light in its northern,
eastern gpﬂ southern.

a smgle entronce

retches.'T hree rooms were discovered on the northern side, two of which, with

e centre of the side facingthe pool and oligned with a basement resting against
e |dent|f|e¢as sacella. The westernn'{ost one stands out, with its mosaic floor of limestone
|te flohe framed by a band of red fl/ ke. The fmds date the sacred complex to the periods
C and the begm ‘of the 4th century/A.D.

; n.l,o.'constructlon phuse (late 1st century,B.C.), in which the
thc'lt;probclbly redefmed lts Iclyout. '
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A }urvey corrlecl' 6ut along the north J’ %'DENT'F'CAT"?N oF T“E o
su‘ée of the ' ‘

'lws demOHStrated ‘\The ldentlflcatlon of at Iev
&w uccorclmg toa W|despread ¥C ctlce in Ro

Obble$t°ne rClmP lt * of terracotta stotues from the Repubhcan pe

1 o » : Pllny the: Vounger s famous Ietter (Vlil 8)
;s set ot,’J lo er el thgnﬂ:he po‘al? A
" which m@ht pertain to a republican

v 1€ Igl'e.

the god Clitunno, located
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e presence of small lakes originating from
streomrcmd the dedlcations to several cleitles allow

v -phose '#0° which some architectural

' 4 terrocottos with . a mythlcol &dttle e L .
: "As to Mevania, the existence of two places of worshlp - the pre-Roman Aiso, recalled by the discovery
- ] - SCene, prObely (o | glgallfamﬂthla, can of a small bronze statue of a warrior from the Archaic period (6th-5th century B.C.), and the Roman

one of the Aisillo - serve as a reminder of what Pliny wrote: “there are scattered around many shrines

d be uttrlbuted. ' - / 9 * and as many divinities, each one has its own special cult, its own name, and some also have their own

source; in fact, in addition to the source of the Clitunno, which is like the mother of all the others,
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there are minor ones, each having their own separate source”.
-+ The name of these deities, however, is still elusive. The goddess Val/etudo could be one hypothesis,
as she is well documented in Bevagna by inscriptions dedicated by members of her college, either
. because she was linked to the sphere of health and springs, or because she was connected to the
sphere of virtus and military activities; the latter is exemplified by the ex-vofos from the imperial
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Ay Area archeologica in condizioni di naturalizzazione - 2022 - Foto M. Berzetta

Evidenze archeologiche affioranti sotto il velo superficiale dell’acqua spinta dalla piezometrica di falda della risorgiva

period which consist of a silver plaque depicting a trophy and a lead gladiator's head.
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