
Archaeological site at the Aisillo resurgence 
(2nd century B.C. - beginning of the 4th century A.D.) 

AISILLO 
THE SANCTUARY OF WATERS  

The town of Bevagna was built on the remains of the Roman Mevania, at the 
confluence of the Clitunno, Teverone and Topino rivers along the eastern edge 
of the Valle Umbra, a valley located in the central part of the region along the 

Appennine mountains. The alluvial valley is marked in the stretch north-east 
of Bevagna by numerous pools of water with a characteristic circular profile; 
among these, the best known are the Aiso - or Abisso - and the Aisillo.  
The hydrogeological structure of the area and its particular shape identify the 

resurgences as “sinkholes”, chasms originated by rising pressurised fluids that, 
combined with erosive processes, cause the collapse of the structure and form 
the small lakes. The ABAP Superintendency of Umbria conducted three        

excavation campaigns, between 2005 and 2010, at the Aisillo Fanelli (approx. 
500 m south-east of the Aiso), which brought to light part of a cultic complex 
distributed around a distinctive element which, from its origins, must have 

had a sacred connotation: the resurgence itself. 

The spring, which is 5 m deep, was embellished in the form of a circular basin, consisting of two concentric 
cocciopesto structures with an internal diametre of 8 m. The artifact is thus located in an emphatic         

position: the centre of a single-nave portico with a cocciopesto floor brought to light in its northern,    
eastern and southern stretches. Three rooms were discovered on the northern side, two of which, with        
a single entrance in the centre of the side facing the pool and aligned with a basement resting against  

the back wall, are identified as sacella. The westernmost one stands out, with its mosaic floor of limestone 
tesserae in white flake framed by a band of red flake. The finds date the sacred complex to the periods 
between the 2nd century B.C. and the beginning of the 4th century A.D. 

Aside from restorations, probably from the Late Antique period, the extant structures seem to refer to the 
same construction phase (late 1st century B.C.), in which the complex underwent a monumentalisation 
that probably redefined its layout. 
A survey carried out along the north 

side of the basin has demonstrated   
the existence of a cobblestone ramp: it 
is set at a lower level than the portico, 

which might pertain to a republican 
phase to which some architectural   
terracottas with a mythical battle    

scene, probably a gigantomachia, can 
be attributed. 
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