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L The plain of Bevagna is located in Umbria at the intersection of several r
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(Clitunno, Teverone, Timia, Topino) in an alluvial valley rich in springs.
small lakes, springs and resurgences, now not extant or filled in, ar
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depicted in ancient topographic maps of the area.
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Not far from the town, is a small nearly circular lake, known as Lc
(SIC | Site of Community Importance - European Union). -

The reservoir, with a diameter of 25 m and a depth of approx. 13 m,
by two underground springs and was certain i
Legends dating back to the 14th centuryfrelote A
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Vista del lago Aiso da N-E verso il rivo emissario - 2022 - Foto M. Berzetta
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Vista aerea della “forma? circolare della risorgiva - 2016 - Foto G. Picuti
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According to popular tales, documented as far back as the 17th century, the Iohegwos formed by the
sinking of a cottage of a blasphemous farmer, who dared to thresh on the feast day of St Anne (26 l/uly),-o

themes of chasms and sinkings are common in folklore after the Roman period. 4 - :
Oral and written traditions from the 16th century onwards are rich in Iegel'idsv de';crlblng c}hdsms qhd '..
sunken farmyards, as well as the miraculous origins of lakes and pools of water! 3 ; y».,,f . 8
Chasms are usually the result of direct divine intervention or, more frequently}' tlie &ctlon of o so:::int, who ™ . ;';
punishes the violator of a prohibition. 3 Y ; E : l" 3 : P
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There are various narrative motifs, the most frequent being the smhmg and th%' md:de‘h., : iroculous‘ orlgm.. Sl
of a water spring as a consequence of punishment for threshing on a fed:tdoy. : " ,"" '°.._ P> 3
Another peculiarity of such narrative S i S
themes is that the lakes thus formed '
are often considered bottomless or are *
seen as a path to hell, suggesting an ‘ ‘
ideal continuity between pagan = "-:,
(chthonic deities, generally of feminine __ J
nature, also regarding the worship of -~ :
underground gods and personification m: :
of seismic or volcanic forces) and B 2
Christian belief systems. E e
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TerTuezs::nh::q]::;ch:aB::zDeitth:asio Vista area naturalistica dell’Aiso alle luci del tramonto incorniciata dai profili dei Monti Martani - 2022 - Foto M. Berzetta g i .
La risorgiva dell’Aiso é Sito di interesse Comunitario, tutelato dalla Comunita Europea per varieta floristico-vegetazionale
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