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AISO 
THE NATURAL RESURGENCE   

The plain of Bevagna is located in Umbria at the intersection of several rivers 
(Clitunno, Teverone, Timia, Topino) in an alluvial valley rich in springs. Many 
small lakes, springs and resurgences, now not extant or filled in, are also      

depicted in ancient topographic maps of the area. 
Not far from the town, is a small nearly circular lake, known as Lake Aiso   
(SIC | Site of Community Importance - European Union).   

The reservoir, with a diameter of 25 m and a depth of approx. 13 m, is fed     

by two underground springs and was certainly formed in pre-Roman times. 
Legends dating back to the 14th century relate its origin to a catastrophic   
sinking. In the vicinity of Lake Aiso - historically known in literature as Abyso, 

Abisso or Inferno - there are other almost circular springs of smaller diameter, 
also known since antiquity under the name of Aisilli (Aisillo Mattoli, Aisillo  
Fanelli, Aisillo Argentati, after the owners of the land), some still active, others 

filled in and existing only in archival cartography. 

According to popular tales, documented as far back as the 17th century, the lake was formed by the   
sinking of a cottage of a blasphemous farmer, who dared to thresh on the feast day of St Anne (26 July); 

themes of chasms and sinkings are common in folklore after the Roman period.  
Oral and written traditions from the 16th century onwards are rich in legends describing chasms and    
sunken farmyards, as well as the miraculous origins of lakes and pools of water. 

Chasms are usually the result of direct divine intervention or, more frequently, the action of a saint, who 
punishes the violator of a prohibition. 
 

There are various narrative motifs, the most frequent being the sinking and the sudden, miraculous origin 
of a water spring as a consequence of punishment for threshing on a feast day. 
Another peculiarity of such narrative 
themes is that the lakes thus formed 

are often considered bottomless or are 
seen as a path to hell, suggesting an 
ideal continuity between pagan 

(chthonic deities, generally of feminine 
nature, also regarding the worship of      
underground gods and personification 

of seismic or volcanic forces) and    
Christian belief systems. 
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